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UNCLAS LIBREVILLE 1909 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, ICCA, GB 

SUBJECT: MEETING OF COCOA PRODUCERS OPENS IN LIBREVILLE 

REF: LIBREVILLE 1783 

1 . THIRTY-FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ALLIANCE OF COCOA PRODUCERS 
OPENED JULY 10 AT LIBREVILLE'S PALAIS DES CONFERENCES, ATTENDED 
BY DELEGATIONS FROM TEN MEMBER STATES AND TWO OBSERVERS 
(MEXICO AND VENEZUELA). SESSIONS WILL CONCLUDE JULY 14. RENE 
RADIMBO CONIQUET, REPRESENTING PRESIDENCY, PRESIDED AT OPENING 
CEREMONY IN ABSENCE OF GABONESE MINISTER OF FINANCE JEROME 
OKINDA. 
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2. IN ADDRESS BEFORE OPENING SESSION, RADIMBO CONIQUET SAID 
GABON FOLLOWED POLICIES OF ALLIANCE WITH INTEREST AND TOOK 
NOTE OF SERIOUSNESS AND CARE WITH WHICH DECISIONS WERE TAKEN. 
HE THANKED DELEGATIONS FOR ACCEPTING INVITATION TO HOLD 
MEETING IN GABON WHICH SERVED TO REINFORCE TIES AMONG COCOA 
PRODUCING COUNTRIES. ON BEHALF OF GOG, WHICH HAS BEEN MEMBER 
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OF ALLIANCE SINCE 1975, HE REAFFIRMED FAITH IN ALLIANCE WHICH HE 
TERMED A MAJOR EFFORT TO REVALUE EFFORTS OF PLANTERS AND THEIR 
PRODUCTION. 

3. RADIMBO CONIQUET SAID IT WAS NECESSARY TO RENEGOTIATE THE 

1975 ACCORD WHICH FAVORED CONSUMER COUNTRIES. PRICE FLUCTUATIONS 
AND UNSTABLE MARKET FOR COCOA DISFAVORED PRODUCERS. HE PROPOSED 
A NEW, SIMPLE AND PRACTICAL ACCORD WHICH WOULD NOT PERMIT A 
TOTALLY FREE MARKET YET WHICH WOULD GUARANTEE ADEQUATE AND 
REALISTIC PRICES WHICH WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT COSTS OF 
PRODUCTION. 

4. AKOSSOU AMOUZOU, PRESENT CHAIRMAN OF ALLIANCE, RECALLED 
PROGRESS MADE BY ALLIANCE SINCE ITS FOUNDING IN 1962 IN AREAS 

OF RESEARCH, PRODUCTION, AND COMMERCIALIZATION BUT STATED THERE 
REMAINED MUCH TO DO TO ATTAIN GOAL OF IMPROVING CONDITION OF 
LIFE OF MILLIONS OF PRODUCERS. HE STRESSED SENSE OF COOPERATION 
AMONG PRODUCERS BUT POINTED OUT WIDESPREAD USE OF 
SUBSTITUTES FOR COCOA BUTTER AND COCOA POWDER. 

5. HEAD OF NIGERIAN DELEGATION, OHI AIKHOJE, IN SIMILAR 
VEIN, EXPRESSED PESSIMISTIC OUTLOOK OF ALLIANCE MEMBERS IN 
VIEW OF ABSENCE OF LINK BETWEEN ACTUAL PRICES AND REALITY. 

HE THANKED PEOPLE OF GABON FOR FRIENDLY RECEPTION ACCORDED 
TO HIS DELEGATION IN SPITE OF DIFFERENCES IN LANGUAGE AND 
CULTURE AND THANKED ALLIANCE SECRETARIAT FOR ITS OUTSTANDING 
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